Don’t “Park”
your Duck!
If and when domestic baby ducks grow up, they become adult barnyard animals. Do you have a
barn, let alone a barnyard?
Domestic animals have evolved in the proximity and care of people. They have been bred for the
characteristics that humans value, including size, color and egg-laying capacity. These characteristics
may have developed at the expense of independent spirit, fear of predators and ability to fly and forage
successfully.
These animals thrive if cared for by people....but they become “feral” pests if cast into nature.
It is not kind to set a formerly loved pet “free” on an unprotected park lake or pond.
• Park lakes and lake communities do not provide waterfowl feeling programs. Ducks and geese
must rely on algae, grass, bugs and handouts from the public - usually white bread, popcorn,
cookies, crackers and other inadequate foods.
• Male domestic ducks can be very aggressive. They beat up on females and smaller wild species. Residental lakes are frequently overcrowded, which contributes to avian social strife. Lakes
and reservoirs are often culled - i.e., ducks and geese are removed/destroyed - when avian
populations become a problem to the neighbors and community.
• Domestic waterfowl, especially discarded pets, lack the necessary skills to survive on a lake.
There is fierce competition for food, and less-aggressive birds often starve to death. Ducks
raised in captivity can also fall prey to dogs, cats, people and other predators; they are often not
alert enough to detect danger and escape to the water.
• Many domestic breeds cannot fly. They don’t have the option of leaving an area if food is scarce
- and they are also more susceptible to predators if they can’t escape by flying.
If you can no longer care for your domestic ducks (or any animal in your possession) please contact
your local Animal Control.

If you don’t have a barn.. .don’t get a barnyard animal!
Berrien County Animal Control
1400 S. Euclid Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

269-927-5648
269-927-5643
BCAC-94
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www.berriencounty.org/animal control
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