Berrien County Animal Control
Presents

Summer
Pet Care
Tips
The long, hot days of summer can mean outdoors, vacations,
hikes, the beach and parks for your pet. They can also mean
discomfort and even danger for your 4-legged friend.
Between the excessive heat and the parasites, (both internal
and external) your pet can really suffer through the “dog days
of summer”.
Warning! A summer day can be deadly to a pet left in a parked car. When
the temperature is in the low 80’s outside, a parked car becomes
unbearably hot inside within minutes, even with the windows left slightly
open.
• In just 10 minutes, the temperature inside your
car can reach 102° F or more.
• In just 30 minutes, the temperature inside your
car can reach 120°F or more.
• At 110° F, your pet may have just minutes to live!
He can suffer heatstroke, leading to collapse, brain
damage and an agonizing death!

Fleas
HABITS

Fleas are a summertime problem that can frustrate the most meticulous pet owner.
Fleas can live for about 100 days during which time the females produce 400-500 offspring. Fleas transport themselves on rodents and other mammals, and usually remain
on their hosts at all times. These pests use their powerful legs to jump as high as 8”
vertically, which is 150 times their own height.

HABITAT

Fleas infest both household pets and wild animals like opossums, raccoons and skunks.
They can also be found on shoes, pant legs or blankets, which can transfer the fleas to
new environments.

THREATS

Fleas, permitted to go unchecked, can cause health problems to your pet. Fleas are
the primary cause of tapeworms in dogs and cats. Tapeworms occur when the animal
ingests fleas while nipping at them with its teeth. In extreme cases, tapeworms will
cause anemia and the animal will grow weak and listless. The constant scratching that
accompanies a flea infestation can cause sores which opens the door to infection.
Fleas are also the most common transmitter of the rare bubonic plague. They also
transmit the bacterial disease murine typhus to humans through infected rats. Their
saliva can cause serious flea allergy dermatitis in pets and their debris has been
reported to cause similar allergic reactions in humans.

EGGS
Hatch in
2-3 days

ADULTS
Emerge
and live on 1
host for up
to 2 months

PUPAE
Live from
5-10 days
to 6 months
in a cocoon

LARVAE
Go thru 3
stages in 5-10
days before
pupating

Fleas
PREVENTION
• Clean and vacuum frequently to help remove flea
populations and prevent the laying of eggs
• Bathe and groom pets regularly
• Visit a veterinarian annually
• Use flea treatments. (topical, oral). It is always good
to use preventative care year round to avoid flea
infestations. Ask your vet for the best option for your pet
• Keep yard groomed to avoid rodent habitation

DISPOSAL/TREAMENT
• Various shampoos, oral medications and topical applications for your pet are available
to eliminate small-to-medium flea infestations
• If you suspect a flea infestation in the home, “flea bomb” insecticides work well
• Wash everything you possibly can (sheets, dog bedding, clothes)
• Vacuum all areas possible. After bombing, sprinkle an anti-flea powder in carpeted
areas to make sure fleas don’t survive or breed
• Thoroughly clean all hard wood and uncarpeted surfaces. Fleas hide in floor cracks
• Hire a control professional to rid your home of fleas if the infestation is too large
There are natural prevention techniques that are alternatives to using
chemicals. Recipes may involve Diatomaceous Earth, apple cider vinegar, brewers
yeast, salt, baking soda, lemon, lavender, essential oils, coconut oil and several
other household ingredients. Reputable sites online can help with recipes for
these treatments. Contact your vet for the best natural preventative flea and tick
removal, as some (or combinations of some) can be risky to pets and people.

Natural Flea & Tick Remedy
• 8 oz apple cider vinegar
• 4 oz warm water
• 1 tsp salt
• 1/2 tsp baking soda
Mix dry ingredients first, then slowly add the wet ingredients, as vinegar and baking
soda react slightly . Pour into spray bottle and spray pets down. Be careful not to get
into pets eyes.

Always talk to your vet and do research before trying any
home remedies or new products

Ticks
HABITS

Ticks are tiny insects that thrive in warm and highly vegetated areas. As they are mainly
active in warm weather, ticks become a problem for pet owners during the spring and
summer seasons.
Ticks bury their heads into an animal’s skin and hang on for dear life. Ticks do not jump!
They are hitch hikers that drop from trees or limbs, or wait until something brushes up
against them.

HABITAT

Ticks are found in habitats that support large number of mammals, ground-dwelling
birds, and lizards. Some of the most productive habitats are moist woodlands and
areas of vegetation around the edge of forests, along forest trails, and in grassy fields.
Ticks can also survive for some time indoors on curtains, underneath rugs and on
furniture before biting your pet or other family members. A tick infestation can spread
quickly.

THREATS

Ticks may carry diseases like Rocky Mountain spotted fever, Lyme disease, ehrlichiosis
and others. If your dog appears to be ill, especially after tick removal, consult your vet
as soon as possible. The largest threat in MI is the “black-legged” tick (previously
known as deer tick).
An animal with a large tick infestation will have a lower resistance to disease and
can become anemic. Also, they can have swollen lymph nodes, pain and swelling in
the joints, loss of appetite, fever, skin irritation, anemia and so on. Some of these
symptoms may indicate that your dog has been infected by a disease that the tick
transmitted.
EGGS
Hatch in
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ADULTS
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live on 1 host for
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LARVAE
Feed on host
3-12 days,
then live
outside
6-90 days

NYMPHS
Feed on 2nd
host 3-10 days,
then live outside
17-100 days

Ticks
PREVENTION

• Clean and vacuum frequently to help remove tick populations and
prevent the laying of eggs
• Check for ticks in soft, warm areas under the front legs, under the tail, groin area,
under the collar, ears, between the toes and elbow areas
• Use tick/flea treatments.
1. Under the
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DISPOSAL/TREATMENT
1. Check for ticks on your pet’s skin (using gloves if possible). If needed, part the hair with a
fine-toothed comb to help you thoroughly inspect all of the skin
2. Once you spot a tick, grab it using tweezers and make sure to grab it by its head, close
to the skin
3. Do not twist the tick as it may cause the tick’s mouthparts to break and remain embedded in
the skin. If the tick head breaks off, make sure to go back into the bite area and remove the rest
of the tick’s head. This is very critical as leaving the head in can cause infection and disease
4. If it is a black-legged tick, drop the tick into a container with a moist tissue/paper towel alive
to save it for testing if possible. For more information and testing instructions go to: http://
www.michigan.gov/lyme or call (269) 926-7121
5. Otherwise place it in a containter with alcohol to make sure it’s dead, or flush it down the toilet
6. Clean up the site of the bite using a disinfectant
7. Wash your hands thoroughly with soap, and disinfect the comb and tweezers
8. If your pet shows signs of fever, loss of appetite, reduced energy, lameness (can be shifting,
intermittent, and recurring), generalized stiffness, discomfort, or pain, swelling of joints
days or weeks after the tick has been removed, contact your vet immediately

Natural Tick Repellant

A suggested natural repellent that some people have seen success with is rose
geranium oil or lemon eucalyptus oil, which can be applied to your dog’s
collar. It can also be applied to areas on their body that ticks target.

Always talk to your vet and do research before trying any home remedies or new products

Heatstroke
Heatstroke is a summertime danger that all pet owners should be aware of.
The best way to deal with heatstroke is to prevent it. The following measures
may be a factor in saving your pet’s life:
• NEVER leave a pet in a closed vehicle, unventilated garage or

other enclosure for any length of time in warm or hot weather

• Keep your pet in an air conditioned area if possible.
Remember if it’s too hot for you, it’s too hot for your pet
• Always provide plenty of FRESH drinking water at all times
for your pets
• Kennel areas should have adequate ventilation to provide
good air circulation for dogs in the summer months
• Avoid excessive exercise of dogs in hot weather, especially between the hours of
1 pm-4 pm, which are the hottest during the day
• When pets are outdoors, make sure they have shade cover

The symptoms of heatstroke include:

What to DO:

• Anxious expression, staring
• Heavy panting and raspy breath
• Open mouth breathing
• Bright red gums
• Salivation
• Collapsing or falling down
• Vomiting
• Elevated rectal temperature
• Lying flat on cool surfaces
• Skin feels warmer than usual
• Seizures

•
•
•
•

Get your pet out of the sun, ideally into an air-conditioned home, or shade
Lay your pet on a cool surface (tile flooring is great) and direct a fan on him or her
Take and record rectal temperature
Place cool, wet towels over the back of the neck, armpits, and
groin areas; wet ear flaps and paws with cool water
• Get to your vet or the local emergency vet

What NOT to do:
• Don’t use cold water or ice. This causes the blood vessels in the
skin to constrict, trapping heat in the body’s core, where it’s
causing the most damage
• Don’t over cool your pet. Once the rectal temperature drops to 103 F, stop the measures
described above and get to the vet if you haven’t left already
• Don’t force your pet to drink; it’s OK to have a bowl of fresh cool water available if your
pet is interested in drinking on his or her own
• Don’t leave your pet unattended for any length of time
• Don’t take a “wait-and-see” approach. Dogs and cats that are allowed to “sleep it off” are
almost always worse in the morning

Ka-Boom!

Summer time is the season for picnics, parties and fun, but it’s also the time for
fireworks and thunderstorms. The loud, sudden noise can be unbearable for your
pet. Most people with canines declare the 4th of July holiday the worst day of the year
for their dogs. Veterinarians say that July 3rd is usually the most trafficked day in their
offices, with clients coming in to get medication for their dogs.
Animal Control and the Humane Society are usually very busy over the 4th of July holiday,
as more dogs are found wandering loose after escaping their homes from fear and anxiety.
Make sure your dog is licensed, chipped and/or tagged! Here are some signs that your pet
is frightened and anxious:

• Trembling/shaking, ears back
• Whining/whimpering/barking
• Clingy
• Hiding
• Panting

• Pacing/restless
• Cowering
• Hypervigilant
• Tries to escape/escapes
• Lip Licking and/or yawning
• Chews/destroys furniture, walls

TIPS TO HELP YOUR
PET WITH ANXIETY
• Desensitize your puppy or dog early. Get your pet accustomed
to the sound of fireworks so the real thing won’t seem so
scary. Play recordings of fireworks during playtime with your
puppy to associate the sound with a positive experience.
• Give your dog a safe space. A crate can give your pet a good
place to hide during fireworks.
• Close drapes and blinds and turn on the AC and/or fans for
white noise
• Distract with toys, a “kong” or bone filled with peanut butter
or their favorite treats
• Invest in a “thundercoat” or tie a half-wrap (see diagram)
The snug fit helps them calm down and decrease stress.
• Talk to your vet a few weeks before the holiday (or before
summer) about options and ideal medications or supplements
for your pet to keep them calmer during the fireworks or
storms, if nothing else works.
• Stay home with your pet or have someone they know stay
with them if possible

Enjoy!
With a few precautions and extra steps, you and your pets can have a fun summer.
Remember, they can’t tell you what is wrong, so as their person, you need to read the signs
and make sure your pets are healthy, cool and safe!
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